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“Unless someone like you 
cares a whole awful lot, 
nothing is going to get 

better. It’s not.”

- Dr. Seuss

The Greek root of the word 
philanthropy is “love of 

humanity”. February is the 
month of love. As we
wrap our arms around 

those closest to us, let’s 
also embrace and be 

embraced 
by a larger world. 

That will make things 
better – it will!

~ Sharilyn

Strategies for meaningful 
giving, receiving and leading. 
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BOARD, BORED BOARD, BORED 
OR BOORED? OR BOORED? 

Watermark congratulates Stella’s PlaceStella’s Place on the 
appointment of its inaugural Executive Director, 
Jenny Carver. Founded by Donna Green, of the 
noted Toronto philanthropic Green family, Stella’s 
Place will be Canada’s first community-based, 
non-residential, assessment and treatment centre 

for young adults with complex mental health needs. Named with a 
mother’s love for her now thriving daughter Stella, Donna is determined 
to offer help to families that was not available for hers. 

Watermark was delighted to support Stella’s 
Place with their fundraising campaignfundraising campaign 
feasibility and readiness study.

CLIENT 
KUDOS

Ensuring the good 
governance and 
oversight of your 
organization is not 
only a legal 
requirement but 

critical for mission impact and donor 
confidence. It can also be challenging. 

Sharilyn is Canada’s only 
BoardSourceBoardSource Certified Governance 
Trainer. She offers training, retreats training, retreats 
and assessmentsand assessments to Boards and staff 
working with Boards, addressing:

• The 3 Roles and 10 Responsibilities
   of High Performing Boards

• The Board Building Cycle

• Structuring High Performing Boards

• The Board/Staff Partnership

• The Board’s Role in Fundraising

Not familiar with BoardSource? 
Based in the US they are the go-to 
source for nonprofit governance and 
have a comprehensive range of high 
quality publicationspublications for boards, board 
members and Chief Executive 
Officers. Watermark clients receive 
10% off their full range of resources. 
Call or email for details.

Do you support causes outside 
Canada and wish you could 
claim the Canadian tax 
advantage forthese gifts? 
Are you a charity outside 
Canada which would like to 
receive support from Canadian 
donors? Soon you may be 
able to.  

Charities Aid FoundationCharities Aid Foundation (CAF) 
plans to launch CAF Canada 
later this year. Publisher of the 
popular annual World Giving World Giving 
IndexIndex, CAF was founded in the 
UK over 80 years ago and has 
since grown into a global 
network. Managing more than 
$4 billion in charitable funds, 
they support local globally- 
minded philanthropists, 
foundations and charities. 

CAF AmericaCAF America is 
leading this new 
initiative. Ted Hart 
says, “CAF Canada 
will expand 
international 
philanthropy in 
Canada by 
providing Canadian 

donors with a safe and effective 
means to support international 
charities, and enable them to 
leverage the extensive resources 
of the CAF Global Alliance.” 
Watermark looks forward to 
welcoming CAF to Canada.

Charities Aid Charities Aid 
FoundationFoundation  
to enable global to enable global 
giving by Canadians giving by Canadians 

Donna Green with daughter Stella
Photo credit: Mathew Sherwood for the Globe and Mail

Ted Hart, ACFRE
CEO, CAF America
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Few who work in philanthropy in 
Canada don’t know the always 
glamorous Linda MacKenzie. For 37
years she led the philanthropy and 

A CAREER OF 
COMMITMENT

Queen’s Voluntary 
Sector Reporting 
Awards
Earlier this month, Queen’s 
University celebrated the winners 
of the 2013 Voluntary Sector 2013 Voluntary Sector 
Reporting Awards.Reporting Awards.  

Sharilyn serves as Chair of the 
Governance & Nominations 
Committee for Canadian Feed the 
Children, which was recognized for 
the second year in a row. CEO 
Debra Kerby says, “being a VSRA 
recipient affirms our commitment 
to accountability and transparency, 
and our donors have responded 
very positively.” 

Ciao! Watermark heads to Italy 
Join Sharilyn and hundreds of your Italian colleagues at the 

Festival of FundraisingFestival of Fundraising in Italy, May 13-16. Sharilyn will be 
teaching on “Becoming a Governance Guru: Global Governance 
Principles for Fundraisers”, in partnership with Roberto Barbieri, 

CEO of Oxfam Italy.

Contact Watermark today
www.watermarkpa.com | 416.567.3002

CFREs are 
“world-class”
CFRE InternationalCFRE International has recently 
welcomed the Japan Fundraising Japan Fundraising 
Association (JFRA)Association (JFRA) as a new global 
partner, a fruitful outcome to deliberations 
that began in 2012. JFRA was founded in 
2009 to promote the culture of charitable 
giving in Japanese society. As partners, 
JFRA and CFRE will work together to 
promote certification and best practices 
in ethical fundraising. 

CFRE certification is now available to 
more fundraisers around the world than 
ever. But isn’t fundraising practice 
different in Japan than it is in Canada? 
Well, not really.  

Sharilyn Chaired CFRE’s rigorous 
job analysis researchjob analysis research which explored 
fundraising practice and knowledge 
among fundraisers in eight countries – 
the US, Canada, UK, Australia, New 
Zealand, Italy, Brazil and Kenya. The 
research affirmed the principles of 
effective and accountable practice are 
globally shared and robust, and now 
serves as the foundation for the 
certification exam. 

CFRE International certifies experienced 
fundraising professionals aspiring to the 
highest standards of ethics, competence 
and service to the philanthropic sector. 
Earn it yourself, or look for it before you 
give or when you recruit your next 
fundraiser.

Andrew Watt, President & CEO, Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP) International with 
Sharilyn, then Chair of CFRE International, as guest 

speakers at the JFRA Conference in Tokyo.

community investment division of 
Sun Life Financial, where she was 
instrumental in strategically investing 
millions of dollars across the country 
and around the world. Linda was both 
thoughtful and responsive to work 
with, and took genuine interest in Sun 
Life’s charitable partners and projects - 
always an ambassador and advocate. 

Having recently retired, Linda says, “I 
feel deeply privileged to have worked 
in the area of philanthropy for so many 
years… I can’t imagine anything I would 
have enjoyed more!” Thank you Linda 
for your dazzling career of giving that 
has changed the lives of countless 
Canadians.

The VSRA’s were created by the 
Queen's University Centre for 
Governance in partnership with the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants 
of Ontario, and annually recognize 
Ontario’s best nonprofit financial 
accountability and transparency 
reporting. Nominations for 2014 
open in July.

Sharilyn and Debra Kerby 
with founder of the VSRA's 

Dr. Steve Salterio

Linda and Sharilyn 
@ CANFAR’s Bloor St 

Entertains 2012


